The topic of those publication is the role of Muslim women in political and social life. Presents the first women in Islam, which played an important role in politics. Presents some Muslim countries and the presence of women in the governments of these countries. It describes the degree of their involvement in politics. Discusses the factors that affect the growth of the role of women in the political arena and those that limit their participation in political and social life. You'll find the answer to the question whether the high rate of GDP has an impact on women's involvement in social and political life.
T
he following paper is an attempt to analyze both liberal and conservative, rich and poor Muslim countries of different political and cultural systems, and to address the following issues: Why is women's participation in politics constantly growing? What drives an increased participation of women in politics? Are high GDP rate and considerable affluence of societies in some Muslim countries influencing women's chances for succeeding in politics? To what extent does the poly-ethnic structure of some Muslim countries impact women's involvement in political life?
In the course of the last several years the need for constructive dialogue and understanding leading to women's participation in politics have grown in both in Muslim and non-Muslim countries. Various organizations including political parties enable women's active participation in political and social reality and help them fight for their rights. In most cases political parties admit women into their structures not because they believe in their skills and qualifications, but rather to improve their image. This is led by the constant development, western countries emphasizing the importance of women's involvement in political life or increasingly growing influence of the mass media.
Muslim critics believe that politics and women do not go together as women lack experience, leadership skills and they are too emotional. Deeply rooted in Muslim culture and tradition women should indulge in the family life rather than try to delve into the intricacies of political world which is demanding and asks for a lot of sacrifices. Quoting the words of the Prophet saying that a man may ask for his woman's advice, however he has no obligation to follow her opinion (Bin Qanna, 2002) , it is easily noticed that the Persian Gulf states did not allow for women's involvement in political life for a long time. This attitude is still existent especially in Saudi Arabia. The only exception was that women were given the possibility to advise the so-called Advising Council (Majlis-ashShura) in the matters concerning them, however they still could not vote in the Council. In September 2011 king Abdullah ibn Abdulaziz Al-Saud issued a decision stating that in the following elections women would enjoy full rights to run for the positions of the
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Council members and local government members (Al-Sahil, Al-Rashid, 2011) . On the 11 th January 2013 the king nominated 30 women (the Council has 150 seats) holding Ph.D. titles in various disciplines to Majlis-ash-Shura Council. In accordance with the rules of the Muslim religion in Saudi Arabia a separate part of the building and a separate entrance to the building were designated to them. These women became also members of all Advising Council Commissions (Al-Harif, 2013) .
Although there is no specific fragment concerning the role of a woman in politics neither in Quran, hadiths nor in Ijma, Muslim fundamentalists believe that the participation of women in political life is against their religion. According to this religion, women should stay at home. An exception to this rule may be some higher necessity or social interest which may allow women to leave their homes. "Men are in charge of women by right of what Allah has given one over the other and what they spend for maintenance from their wealth. So righteous women are devoutly obedient, guarding in the husband's absence what Allah would have them guard. But those wives from whom you fear arrogance -first advise them; then if they persist, forsake them in bed; and finally, strike them. But if they obey you once more, seek no means against them. Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted and Grand" (Quran, 1986, p. 99) .
Supporters of the increased women's participation in politics are often faced with the statement that a nation led by a woman will never succeed. The only case when a woman should stay at home refers to the women of the Prophet or those who committed adultery. Until recently such women were penalized in the form of a home arrest. Since God sent a surah on Women, this penalty changed. "Those who commit unlawful sexual intercourse of your women -bring against them four witnesses from among you. And if they testify, confine the guilty women to houses until death takes them or Allah ordains for them another way" (Quran, 1986, pp. 95-96) .
Supporters of women's participation in politics often point to the example of a nation led by a woman -the daughter of Xerxes, who took over power after the death of her father. As a reminder, Mahomet, who was waging a war, was convinced that the daughter would not be able to govern without adequate experience. Therefore, it may be concluded that the words of the Prophet may not be generalized to concern all women.
It is worth mentioning the first women in Islam who played a significant role both in social and political life. One of such women was Khadiyah -the first wife of the Prophet -who was also the first to believe in her husband's mission (Bayumi, 2011) . The migration of some Muslim women goes back to the times of Mahomet. Women took part in his escape from Mecca to Medina, they got involved in fierce political battles and joined opposition of the government. Some of them occupied significant positions, like e.g. in the times of the second Mecca caliph, Omar bin Hattab (Abu Faris, 2000, p. 142) , when Al-Shifa bint Abdullah made sure that the inhabitants obeyed the public order and followed the rules of religious life.
Aisza bint Abu Bakr, the youngest wife of the Prophet is yet another example of a woman who started to actively participate in social life after her husband's death. She was considered a remarkable person, the author of the Muslim law, and most caliphs had to respect her opinion. She was able to quote nearly a thousand speeches of Mahomet. In the times of the fourth Mecca caliph's rule, Ali ibn Abi Talib fought against Ali.
Some of the factors that reduced women's participation in political life include customs and tradition. The Muslim world is highly diverse. In most countries the customs are over-conservative. This does not mean however that there are no countries enjoying pretty liberal system. The existing situation is closely related to the extent of religiosity and the country of origin, it also depends on the level of education of the society and their attitude towards western culture.
It may be noticed that the citizens of religiously and ethnically homogenous countries, such as Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Oman, Kuwait or Yemen tend to be less tolerant than the citizens of more heterogenic countries. It is worth emphasizing that in Syria, Lebanon, or Egypt, countries which showed a considerable degree of liberalism towards the religion and ethnicity, the level of education was relatively high, and women had unrestricted access to it. It was also in Syria where women were the first to be given right to vote and run for political offices -in 1950, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia gave their women right to vote as late as in 2013 (Redman, 2011) .
Muslim women have to come a long way before they can actively participate in public life. This is because from the very beginning this kind of activity was reserved for men only. The role of a woman was limited to carrying out house works and raising children. The very religion of Islam does not encourage letting women to serve public offices. The constantly increasing progress of societies eliminates cultural barriers giving women chances for education and participation both in social and political life.
Over the course of centuries the opinions and orders of religious authorities have been changing. Depending on the country, either liberal or more conservative attitudes were dominating. More liberal societies gave women a chance or even a right to take over power, while in more conservative societies a woman could become Prime Minister, but higher offices were reserved for men.
Some Muslim countries decided to introduce the so-called quota system guaranteeing that from 10% to 20% of the names on voting lists would be women (Al-Madani, 2011). There was a risk, however, that the society so deeply rooted in conservative culture would not be willing to cast their votes for female candidates. Therefore, the authorities decided not to depend on the moods of the society and supported women's participation in politics by implementing the quota system. Thanks to this system, the law guarantees women a batter start to professional life and active participation in politics. In most countries where the quota system was introduced, it was proved it definitely improved the government's image.
The opponents of the quota system believe that the system infringes equal treatment of citizens by giving privileges to women only, which, in their opinion, is not fair. They even point to their constitution which clearly state that all citizens, both men and women, are equal according to the law, hence none of these groups should be favored. Some of the countries that implemented the quota system and proved that well-educated women are able to occupy the positions of deputy PM's are : Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, Jordan, Iraq and Tunisia.
Women's participation in politics in some Muslim countries:
a) Oman
Statistics as of 2002 demonstrate that four important ministerial positions of undersecretaries are occupied by women: The work in the Ministry of Science and Higher Edu-PP 4 '16 cation, the Ministry of National Education, The Ministry of Economy and the Ministry of Social Development (Redman, 2011) . The number of women running for political offices juxtaposed to the number of men bears no comparison. Elections to Majlis-ashShura from 1997 best demonstrate this trend, as there were 529 men versus 21 women running for the office, and only 2 of them managed to collect sufficient number of votes to be admitted (Bin Qanna, 2002) . Women in Oman are in favor of introducing the quota system that would give guarantee for equal support in elections. The author of this paper believes this is a fair solution, although in a way it infringes the democratic system.
b) Lebanon
Lebanon is a liberal country inhabited in 50% by Christians. Even though Lebanese women have enjoyed political rights and high social position since 1952, none of them ever served as a prime minister or president. The breakthrough came in 2000 when three women became members of the Parliament. In 2004 two women were appointed government ministers (Redman, 2011) . The quota system introduced in 1996 may have contributed to that fact. Initially women wanted that 14 seats representing 10% of all seats would be assigned to female candidates (Al-Madani, 2011) . Some concerns that the bill would not be passed due to the domination of men led to yet another solution, which was to add to 128 seats in Parliament another 14 seats for women and in this way keep all 128 seats for men only. Another step was to increase the percentage rate from 10% to 30%, however this idea was never put in place. Apparently, even in a country as democratic as Lebanon is, women has no chances for entering politics in a democratic way. The situation of women is slightly better in Egypt, Morocco, Syria and Iraq, where the percentage rate of women's participation in politics ranges from 10% to 25%.
c) Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
In 1974 the Bill on the election law no. 9 was amended and it included the right for women to run for Parliament seats (Abu Jbrail, 2011) , and since 1982 they have had the right to run for offices in local governments. In practice women could participate in political life in the sense of running for political offices not sooner than in 1989. 12 women were then fighting for mandate, however none of them succeeded. The first female candidate who entered the Parliament in 1993 out of 3 other candidates was Tojan Faisal -a representative of Cherkess-Chechen minority (Al-Khathlan, 2007, p. 95) .
In 2001 the elections were repeated due to the death of one of the MPs, as a result of which the mandate was won by a woman (Ferid, 2011) . In 2003 female representatives were assigned additional 6 seats in the Parliament just as in 2007. It is worth indicating that a female government minister was appointed for the first time in 1979, then in 1994, 1995, and finally in 2000 a woman was appointed deputy prime minister (Haddad, 2001, p. 108) .
d) Yemen
Yemen constitutes one of the most conservative and inflexible countries due to its tribal structure and severity of the Muslim culture. In the times when Yemen was divided, women from the southern part of the country enjoyed cultural and social freedoms, and they took advantage of voting rights. This resulted from the fact that the pro-Moscow People-Democratic Republic of Yemen (the so-called Southern Yemen) was under the influence of the Soviet Union. In 1990 the Republic of Yemen (the so-called Northern Yemen) and Southern Yemen united and formed Modern Republic of Yemen (Al-Kurdi, 2011). The situation of women there deteriorated significantly. This is best demonstrated by the decreasing number of women in the political life: in the 1993 elections 48 women were running for the office and only two of them succeeded, in 1997 23 women were running for the office and again two of them succeeded, whereas in 2003 only 11 candidates were running for the office, one of whom made it to the Parliament (Redman, 2011) .
It may be expected that the situation of women will gradually improve due to their active participation in the uprising against the regime of president Ali Abd Allah Salih in 2011. It is also significant that the Norwegian Noble Committee awarded Peace Nobel Prize to a Yemeni journalist fighting for women's right Tawakkul Karman (Abu Al-Samh, 2011).
e) Syria
As opposed to other Arabic countries the people of Syria are definitely better educated and the position of women is considerably higher. Even though the country is inhabited by multiple nationalities (Arabs, Kurds, Armenians, Turkmen, Assyrian people, Cherkess and other) and religious groups (the Shia, the Sunni, Alawites, the Druze, Christians, Greek Catholics, Yazidis, the Jews) (Abu Al-Samh, 2011), Syria is one of the countries where women received voting rights relatively early, in 1949. The first woman made it to the Parliament in 1954 (Shaaban, 2008, p. 135) . In 1960 the Parliament consisted of 200 members, 1% of which accounted for women (Al-Ajlani, 2011) . Notwithstanding a very low number of women, two of them were appointed MPs. Since 1971 the participation of women in the Parliament has been significantly growing thanks to the fact that they are supported by the leaders of Al-Baas party. In 1965 8 women were elected to the Parliament out of a total of 95, whereas in 1966 -13 out of a total of 134. In 1998 518 women were running for MPs positions, while in the subsequent elections this number grew to 849 (Dawr al-maraa, 2011).
The year 2006 marked a breakthrough for the country of Syria when for the first time in the Arabic world Najah al-Attar, the former minister of culture in the years 1976-2000, became the second vice-president for culture. In the same year 6 women served as ambassadors in the Diplomatic Corpse. For more than ten years the number of women occupying high public positions is also rising, especially when it comes to the justice sector they serve as judges or persecutors). Currently the percentage of women seating in the Parliament amounts to 12%, and the President's advisor in the matters of politics and media is Bouthaina Shaaban (Shaaban, 2008, p. 135) . In reality, the participation of women in politics is not determined by the democratic choice made by the society. The decision is taken by the leaders of Al-Baas party led by Bashar-al-Assad who has been in power since 1963.
f) Egypt
Egypt stands for one of the countries where women were the first to become MPs. According to the statistics, in 1957, 2 women out of a total number of 350 candidates en- 
g) The Islamic Republic of Iran
The involvement of women in political life remains at an average level. The increase of women's participation in politics was driven by the Islamic Revolution which took place in 1979 (Azizi, 2014) . Several Iranian women living at the turn of the 19 th and 20 th centuries are especially worth mentioning: 1) Fatimih Baraghani (Qurrat ul-Ain), a poet, political and religious activist of the bahai movement, she was the first woman to take off hijab, she was killed for her activities. The words she uttered minutes before her death went down in history: "You may kill me, but you will not kill the emancipation of women of the East." These words ushered in a new era of equality between men and women; 2) Iran Timur-Tash, wife of a minister at the Shah court, she gave up the traditional Muslim clothes for European clothes;
3) Ashraf Pahlavi, referred to as a strong woman from the court of her brother, Shah Mahammad Reza Pahlavi. Thanks to her charismatic nature she had an enormous influence on political decisions; 4) Mariem Fejruz, referred to as the Red Princess due to her participation in the Communist Party, for which she was arrested and sentenced to a 10-year imprisonment (Rafsanjani, 2011) . It is easily noticed that it was mostly women from aristocratic class that were engaged in a political life. This changed when the Islamic regime took over the power. Then women from the middle class engaged in politics. Before 1979 women who participated in political life were "emancipated", they were not wearing hijab or any other religious symbols and they accounted for a marginal percentage of the whole society -access to power depended on their origin. However, after 1979 a radical Islamization of Iran came and the group of the emancipated women had to escape or submit to the new order and wearing head scarf.
The Islamic Revolution of Ayatollah Khomeini (Azizi, 2014) led to the emancipation of women from lower classes. This allowed women to fight alongside men for the overturning of the Shah's regime. There were obviously some women who were not supporting the revolution. Acting in opposition to the revolutionary movements they created some structures that resembled reformation groups fighting for their rights. They were divided into three main groups: 1) women from the middle class that constituted the fundament of the group; 2) women educated in cultural and social areas; 3) women from the upper class who formed the political elite of Iran (wives, daughters) (Azizi, 2014) . Presidential elections in 1997 were won by Mohammad Chatami (Al-hayali, 2000, p. 103) supported by the Women's Movement. He was considered by women a great reformer who nominated Masoumeh Ebtekar for the position of advisor in the Centre for Peace and Environment Protection right after he took over the power. The number of female deputy minsters and directors in public institutions also rose. According to the governmental statistics as of the year 2000 as many as 525 women in Iran had their own publishing houses, 90 of them were editors-in-chief in newspapers, 97 held managerial positions in cultural institutions, 193 participated in national film festivals, 600 were registered in public libraries, over 300 were teaching at theological universities (Ihsaiyat, 2012) . It is also interesting to note that more than 50% of all students are women. Taking into consideration the Parliament in 2011 women held 11 seats there and in 2006 -12 seats (Azizi, 2014) . All candidate were members of the so-called Reformative Movement and they supported Chatami. Iran is a country where the participation of women in public life is much higher in big cities than in villages.
h) The Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Pakistan is an example of a country where a woman achieved one of the highest positions in the country. Benazir Bhutto (Ambreen, 2011) , a daughter of president Zulfikar Ali Bhutto murdered by the military regime in 1979, served as a prime minister twice, first in 1988-1990 and then in 1993-1996 . Before she held such a significant position, she had led the Pakistani People's Party, supported the nuclear program and wanted to PP 4 '16 annex Jammu and Kashmir from India. Benazir Bhutto was murdered in 2007 and the power was taken over by her husband Asif Ali Zardari (Ambreen, 2011) . Hina Rabbani Khar (born in 1977) may serve as yet another example as in 2011 she became the first female minister of foreign affairs.
Women in Pakistan enjoy a wide specter of privileges. In accordance with the Constitution as of 2002, 38% of the seats in both the lower and the upper chamber of the Parliament are reserved for women (Khan, 2013) . In 2005 the number of women in the Senate amounted to 72 out of a total of 342 seats (Ambreen, 2011) which represents 21.1%, whereas in the lower chamber of the Parliament women occupied 17 out of a total of 100 seats (Ambreen, 2011) , which represented 17%. Women in Pakistan are served out of turn, they do not wait in long queues, policemen do not fine them for traffic offenses. One of the curiosities is that a Pakistani woman, as opposes do other Muslim countries, prepares a flat to welcome her newly-wed husband. This custom is cultivated in Punjab and Sindhu provinces and it came over from India. If a man wants to remarry, he needs to get consent from his first wife.
There is a widely known group of famous Pakistani women: 1) Kalsoom Nawaz Sharif -a political activist, she replaced her husband in the Pakistani Muslim League (Zaydan, 2015) ; 2) Naseem Wali Khan -leader of the National Party; 3) Zubaida Jalal -Minister of National Education (Jalal, 2015) ; 4) Nilofar Bakhtiar -minister of Special Education and Social Care Development (Bakhtiar, 2013); 5) Malala Yousafzai, an activist fighting for women's rights, especially for their right to education, when aged 17 she was awarded a Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 as the youngest laureate in the history, persecuted by the Taliban who wanted to kill her (The Nobel, 2015) . Women in Pakistan are active across all economic sectors. They are becoming in a way a competition for men. Even though they earn less, they definitely lead in the area of education. They occupy high positions -from the Ministry of National Education to chancellors of universities. Over 90% of private school teachers are women (Ambreen, 2011) . Today women are especially active in the fields of IT science and mass media. A high position of women depends to a large extent on their background. In most cases, these are the women from wealthy families who do succeed.
Women coming from villages do not have such bright perspectives. Their position is definitely lower as they are not allowed to decide about their future the way women from big cities are. What prevents them from doing so is the lack of education and illiteracy which accounts to a staggering 75% (Adnan, 2011) . It is a man who decides about such a woman's future. In case her husband dies, she is not allowed to marry another man, as the brother of the departed husband has the priority.
i) Turkey
Turkey is a liberal country. However until 1924 the fate of women was largely limited by sharia (the Muslim law). They were forced to wear traditional Muslim clothes, including head covers and they were not allowed to enter public entertainment sites. A man had a right to have four wives -polygamy was omnipresent. A real breakthrough came in 1924 when women obtained voting rights and then rights to run for political offices in 1934 (Yugonso, 2014) . There were 18 women in the first Turkish parliament. The first woman in Turkey to hold a significant position was Behice Boran (Kiebała, 2014) who became the president of the Turkish Labour Party. Another important figure is Tansu Ciller (Zaid, 2013) who has served as the PM's advisor since 1991, became PM in 1993 and in 1996-1997 served as a foreign affairs minister.
The Turkish constitution guarantees the equality of all citizens irrespective of their language, race, denomination, gender or political preferences. Everyone has a right to free movement and freedom of speech. Turkey has adjusted a lot of Western world rights to its own categories. Thanks to that it is possible to strive for equality between men and women. Since 1994 a wife does not need a consent of her husband to work outside of the place she lives (Al-Dihem, 2011) .
Recent elections to the Parliament demonstrate that the number of female MPs has grown from 48 in 2007 to 68 in 2011, which represents 12% (Salha, 2015) . 34 women from the Muslim-oriented Party of Justice and Development entered the Parliament. However, these women were not wearing hijab during the elections, the thing written in the religious tradition, in order to avoid criticism from other parties. A Turkish woman who is wearing a headscarf may not work in public institutions, according to the Constitution (Adad, 2014). Kurdish women who are members of the Peace and Democracy Party are also worth mentioning as they won 10 mandates out of 36 available. This is, in a way, a peculiar situation taking into account the level of conservatism in Kurdish regions of Turkey. This result proves that the significance of women in the Kurdistan Worker's Party (PKK) is growing (Based on individual observation).
A significant Kurdish woman is Layla Zana who was sentenced to a 10-year imprisonment for speaking Kurdish language in Turkish Parliament. She was accused of speaking against Turkey. In 1995 she was awarded Sakharov Prize by the European Parliament (Head, 2011) . The same year she was also awarded Bruno Kreisky Prize (Al-sijin asher, 2011).
Conclusion
Women's problem are gradually gaining in interest. On the one hand Muslim countries want to admit women to political and social life, on the other they are not willing to imitate European states as their solutions are not in line with the spirit of the Muslim religion. However, they are aware that they are not able to stop the process of the society's evolution, which is accelerating given the phenomenon of globalization and scientific and technological revolution. European culture is definitely very appealing to a lot of young people, both men and women, in the Middle East. Therefore, the society is looking for alternatives that could be a golden means. The discussions regarding women's rights and their role in social and political life are held mostly at various international conferences. Modern mass media are also highly effective in this respect as they publicize the situation of women from various parts of the world and in this way encourage the authorities of some countries to engage in a constructive dialogue.
It is worth noticing that high GDP rate in some Muslim countries has no influence on the advancement of women in political life. Women from such countries have very few PP 4 '16 rights in public life. Statistics clearly show that women living in countries with lower GDP rate participate more actively in social and political life. This is because a man living in a rich country believes that his woman has everything she needs from life and there is no need for her to work professionally. In poorer countries, on the other hand, women very often are forced to work as men are not able to maintain their families, and this makes them also engage in social and political life.
The problem of women's participation in political life will not be solved in the near future, because it will take decades before people are able to adjust to new rules. The change of law itself is not going to change the mentality of people. What is needed is education accompanied by social progress. Liberating women from the shackles of tradition could be a viable solution. Currently, the measures implemented by some Muslim countries are effective, although they are not always democratic.
Finally, it is worth to think about the role of a woman in the contemporary world. Is she supposed to serve merely as a decoration in politics, or maybe her skills and potential could be fully made use of?
